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the diagnosis of mediastinal tumors and, in particular, primary bronchogenic carcinoma. The aim of the study was to assess the diagnostic
accuracy of fluoroscopically guided transbronchial needle aspiration (TBNA) using a 22 gauge angiographic catheter in the diagnosis of mediastinal

tumors. This was a prospective study that included 100 consecutive patients (91 men, 9 women, age range 16-89 years, mean age: 60.2 years)
with radiologically confirmed mediastinal tumors. TBNA was performed under real time guidance with a 22 gauge angiographic catheter using a

modified technique for endobronchial tumor sampling described in the literature. The aspirates were sent for immunocytochemistry and
cytogenetics; in situ hybridization was also performed if necessary. The samples obtained by TBNA were cytologically adequate for diagnosis in 84
cases (84%) and inadequate for cytological diagnosis in 16 cases (16%). In nine of these 16 cases, the samples obtained by TBNA were adequate

for immunocytochemistry and cytogenetics. In two cases, it was not possible to perform the requested tests. In the remaining 7 cases, the
aspirates were inadequate. The final diagnoses were: metastatic bronchogenic carcinoma in 57 cases, benign tumor in 17 cases, and lymphoma in
14 cases. This technique was an effective method for diagnosing and staging mediastinal tumors. The sensitivity of this technique was 57.5%, the
specificity was 87.5%, the negative predictive value was 96.7%, the positive predictive value was 47.6%, and the overall accuracy rate was 82%.
In conclusion, this study confirms the value of TBNA for the diagnosis of mediastinal tumors. The sensitivity of the technique is too low to consider

a sampling policy based on this approach, but the negative predictive value and the overall accuracy rate are high enough to suggest this
procedure as the first choice for 6d1f23a050
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